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Bioethics Art was conceived as a means of opening the dialogue 
within ourselves and amongst ourselves to explore those issues 
that affect life and spirit.  Exploration creates a means of 
contemplation and deliberation for those issues that mean 
everything: Life and Death. 

In September of 2010, the first Bioethics Art Competition launched 
a call to the world’s artists:  Interpret the ethical ideals of respect 
for cultural diversity and compassion for all human life.  The 
theme, “Be inspired to contemplate human life with wonder and 
compassion!” was constructed from Articles 8 and 12 of the 
Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights. Eleven 
works of art selected by a panel of international judges were 
exhibited in association with the 2011 Multicultural and Religion 
Workshop and Conference in Rome. Houston and the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York were additional venues.

In 2013, the competition expanded to three categories: Fine Art, 
Photography and Student Art (ages 13 – 17).  The theme, “Create an 
image, with respect for all cultures and religions that speaks to 
the impact of life sciences for present and future generations. ~ 
Illustrate Love, Compassion and Care”, is a combination of Articles 
12 and 18 of the Universal Declaration of Bioethics and Human 
Rights.  Five works in each of the three categories were selected 
by judges in the fields of art and bioethics.  The 15 works include 
a Best in Show for each category.  Exhibitions are slated for Hong 
Kong, New York, Rome, Mexico City and Houston in 2013 and 2014.

The 2013 BAC



What is UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human Rights?
The UNESCO (United Nations Education, Science, and Cultural Organization) Chair in Bioethics and Human Rights is aware of the need to 
adequately address novel bioethical issues with knowledge and responsibility that respect the dignity and rights of every human individual. 
At the same time, there is a need to engage these questions in a creative manner, anticipating and addressing the issues proactively rather 
than reactively. The Chair seeks to create a forum of diverse bioethics thought leaders. Collaborating in a spirit of respect and friendship, 
we hope to deliver a common framework to guide the application of bioethical principles in the light of the 2005 Universal Declaration on 
Bioethics and Human Rights.

What is Bioethics?
Bioethics refers to behavior and conduct involved in science and technology in the field of Life Sciences. As our world changes daily, our 
technology changes with it by leaps and bounds. How is humanity affected by these technological advances and what effects will our 
children experience as a result? Is everything beneficial? Shouldn’t we take time and energy to consider pros and cons? Our lives depend on 
making sure that we safely engineer the components of what we ingest, wear, use and surround ourselves with. Our lives, the lives of 
others and our future progeny deserve compassion, care, and love in how we implement improvements and technological advances for 
ourselves and others. Our sciences, laws, religions, social and cultural attitudes should weigh the consideration of ethics in our lives and of 
those to come.
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Countries that participated in the 2013 Bioethics Art Competition
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• Denmark
• Italy
• Israel
• United States
• Netherlands
• Mexico
• Hong Kong
• Switzerland
• Canada

• Spain
• Portugal
• Ukraine
• Australia
• Japan
• Belgium
• Sweden
• New Zealand

ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE
We invite you to envision what YOU would express as a participating artist of 
the Bioethics Art Competition.  
What question would you provoke about bioethics, through art? 
What ideas would you propose? 
We invite you to embrace your creativity in this empty space.
What will you share with the world?

Art is the voice and vision of our world. You, Artist, add your vision, write 
your statement! Make a ripple by creating an image that will be 
viewed and contemplated by many! 
Be part of the heartbeat that makes a sound about caring.
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Giovanni Gasparro - Italy

Oil on canvas

“Casti Connubii”

This work of art "Casti connubii" refers to Pope Pius XI's encyclical of the same name, which sanctions the 
respect for human life and recognizes abortion as a deep violation of future generations' rights and dignity, 
following eugenic ideology. The painting shows an infant held by many adult hands, representing the protective 
hold of science on future generations. They are seen as an aid to life, not as an instrument keen to deny it. This 
noble prerogative of new bio-medical sciences remains the objective all social and religious diversities should 
aspire to. Eugenic theories introduce an arbitrary factor in the definition of man. Science is forced to oppose 
theories which favor the selection of a human being over another: to structure a new man based on organic or 
psychological components is highly alienating. Pius XII adopted a strong position against eugenics and 
anti-Semitism in 1940. In a Holy Office decree, he answered the question: "Can killing someone with physical or 
mental defects, and who cannot be of any service to the country, but is a burden, be legalized?" The decree 
stated: "No, as it is against natural laws and God's teachings".

7
FINE ARTS

BEST OF
SHOW
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Andrea Colella - Italy

Blowtorch on steel foil

“Take My Soul”

The cell, the main part of human life, took form due to heat and light.  The flame is the same light and flame that 
shines in our lives by creating a boundary between the physicality of things and the mystery of the universe.  
The mystery of the universe lies on the edge of a boundary that strikes a balance between science and nature.  
Steel plates modified for combustion in an informal balance between hot and cold in this composition identifies a 
center from which vital energy is spread over the entire surface of the work.

FINE ARTS
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Carmelo Maria Carollo - Italy

Photography, 2013

“Colors of life”

The field of bioethics seems almost the preserve of specialists or, "bioethicists", as religious, philosophers, 
jurists, sociologists and not the prerogative of artists. Moreover, the history of modern art is the story of a 
progressive emancipation of art from ethics. The artist must be free to create works that could be interpreted as 
outside the accepted boundaries of morality and religion. The same is true for the sciences.  As knowledge of the 
absolute unfolds, science must not have limits that are not its own. These principles are sacrosanct, as they 
ensure the freedom of thought and research.  Both science and art portray authenticity and for this reason 
cannot be exempt from ethical limits. The contemporary artist, like the scientist, is called in to deal with his 
experiments and give due consideration to the issues of human vulnerability and the environment that bioethics 
seeks to protect. 

Inviting artists to creatively interpret the ethical ideal of respect for cultural diversity and concern for all human 
life inspired by the articles of the Universal Declaration of Bioethics and Human Rights is a challenge that must 
be collected with vigor and enthusiasm. The circular image I created expresses the conviction that all the 
peoples of this earth can tune into a single purpose – the fertilized embryo from the plurality of colors – if there 
is the will to give not one but millions of hands from a world not of races but of Man.

FINE ARTS
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Eric Carson - United States

Ink on paper

“Birthright”

Created specifically for this competition, “Birthright” uses sacred geometry and the eight cell human embryo as a 
foundation.  Six major traditions of insight are represented around the common center of a fertilized egg/open 
eye.  Conflicts in these traditions often obscure the fact that they are peers on the most fundamental level: each 
one comes from human insight, and each develops as a culturally specific flowering.  Without human life and the 
life sciences that create and sustain it, traditions of insight would not exist.  Unity, diversity, and vulnerability 
come together in this piece to inspire consciousness and the responsibility that follows.

FINE ARTS
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Giacomo Rizzo - Italy

Mixed media

“Cammino (Path)”

Cammino (Path) stems from following the traces left by the Man along his existence, as a metaphor of the 
voyage on earth that is both individual and universal. Striking a balance between Religion and Life Sciences is 
difficult but essential in order to accompany the Man in his own path and defend his integrity and dignity. The 
work represents two imprinted tracks, a symbol of the passage of the human being who is physically invisible 
but detectable in the indelible rut of his vital path. The tracks are enclosed within a pane made of wax - a 
material dear to me that I chose in this context for its adequacy to express the vulnerability and fragility of those 
persons whose rights are not preserved and whose complex combination of soul and matter is not recognized. 
The ground below becomes a mother who generates and receives in her womb men and women of every culture 
and religion while a plumb-bob expresses concretely the volition of searching the equilibrium and uprightness in 
achieving the good, the truth and the beauty. Lastly, a plexiglass showcase encloses the work to lovingly 
safeguard a delicate balance among the Arts, Religion and Science.

FINE ARTS
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BEST OF
SHOW
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Ben DeSoto - United States

Photography in frame holding two plastic lenses

“My Mom is Dying”

On display are photos of my mother – technically alive but unconscious and unresponsive due to a post operative 
infection following a procedure to place her pacemaker deeper into her body. 
The manner of display is a variation of the early “3-D” stereo photo viewer, the brain fusing the two images into 
one, full of depth. Standing at the right distance, the viewer’s mind will fuse the two images together, blending 
focus on unfocused fields, a low tech solution to keep everything in focus. The images represent the real 
problems of humanity both in perception and in mechanics. The sharp focus is on my mother in the image at the 
left and the focus is on the machinery in the image to the right. 

Adela Zamora DeSoto was 85 years old, a mother to 8 children and survived her husband by 17 years after 52 
years of marriage. During the course of her life, my mother had seen technology change the world around her 
and she often exclaimed, “What will they do next?” Her story is a cautionary tale about the need to have detailed, 
well thought out “do not resuscitate” or DNR orders, human reason to balance technological might.

PHOTOGRAPHY
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Barbara Doran - Australia

Photography

“Binary Citizen - Triptych”

Life in a contemporary and globalizing world is increasingly organized through infinitudes of binary distinctions. 
Everywhere we go we encounter biophysical systems patterned, digested and morphed through invisible, binary 
hypertext. Our lives are morphed with measurements, quantities and technologies so much so that numbers are 
mundane elements of our landscape. 

Binary citizen explores the profound marks of living in the age shaped through hypertext while also seeking to 
arouse a sense of global citizenship by drawing attention to macro patterns that connect us. Throughout time 
and place, we have marked our bodies as sites for and of cultural creation. 

Here, binary numbers mark the skin of a hybrid figure reflecting something tribal, technical and contemporary. 
The triptych reflects three faces of dynamic, bioethical balance – hope, determination and reflection. Their gazes 
call for an embodied recognition of the diverse delicacies and inter relationships of our biophysical being, for it is 
the very medium that helps give us a sense of presence as we intersect with what is seen and unseen – known 
and unknown, as we seek to co-habit this planet.

PHOTOGRAPHY
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Carlo Paluzzi - Italy

Photography

“Benedetta - Attimi di Vita... Nella Pienezza dell’Amore”

The modern world we live in often does not acknowledge the concept of human dignity. Through this 
documentary I hope to make viewers reflect on the protection of human dignity and fundamental rights, 
compassion, love and bioethics by acknowledging “terminal fetuses” as unique and unrepeatable human beings 
from their very beginning inside the mother’s womb. These children haven’t even been born yet but they are 
already affected by terminal illnesses which will cause their death shortly after birth.

Getting “inside” those moments of life is like living and sharing them with these babies’ parents, aware that the 
choice they made – to accompany their children until the natural outcome of their illness – will turn their children 
into drops of eternity.
This is why it is crucial for viewers to approach this documentary with respect and an open heart.
When we decide to embrace a child that is meant for heaven, their rare moments of life are like the most 
precious diamonds.

My job is to capture these moments, the highest expression of the infinite love between a newborn and his 
parents. Knowing that you can enshrine these moments in a single frame is a priceless feeling, like recognizing 
the eternity of their fleeting passage.

PHOTOGRAPHY
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Jerry Galea - Australia

Photography

“Afar Women of Ethiopia”

Lakqo is forty four and has nine children, six sheep, ten cows and fifteen goats. Lakqo is a strong, able and 
confident woman. Her understanding of life is day to day, caring for her cattle and feeding her family. All she 
wants is her children to have a better life then hers.

PHOTOGRAPHY
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Joni Kabana - United States

Digital archival print

“Selam”

The people who work in the markets in Ethiopia are among the most hard working people on Earth. They work 
day into night into day, carrying heavy loads, moving bags of lentils, keeping animals in line, and fetching things 
for their own family, if they have one. They are alert, street smart, and can deftly maneuver the chaos that is 
present in every market. They are heroic in stance, standing vigilant for anything that comes their way or is 
asked of them. This series of images explores the goods that are sold, the clothing that is worn, and the various 
personalities that are found within the market settings in Ethiopia.

PHOTOGRAPHY
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STUDENT ART
27

Ka Wun Cheung - Hong Kong

Painting in poster color

“Vitality Shock”

Technological advancements, artificial insemination and surrogate mothers giving birth have attracted national 
heated discussion. Future generations will grapple with human rights and the moral development of conflict, 
prompting us to create new ideas and the development of appropriate legal provisions  through regulation.  This 
seems necessary for the chances of survival of mankind, the continuation of our future generations.

BEST OF
SHOW
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STUDENT ART
29

Eileen Hwang - Canada

Drawing (pen, colored pencils)

“Chaotic Diversity”

The fact that many cultural and religious conflicts happen between countries today, calls upon a cry and thirst 
for peaceful harmony. As seen in modern day society, we try to settle and resolve the struggles through 
conferences, programs, organizations, and so on. Through these efforts, we seek to improve human rights and 
provide humanitarian aid for those who have been affected by the ongoing feuds. As humans, we think together, 
breathe together, and live together on this one planet. Why can’t we end these endless fights? How do we end 
these vulgar disputes? The answer starts with respect and care. 

Even though the girl in my artwork is just an insignificant individual in this immense world, she represents our 
present and future generations, as she is still young. She is the spark that opens up a little box filled with all 
kinds of treasured traditions. We see that all religions and cultures were gathered together within this box, 
surrounding both the globe and the girl. In a world full of things that make us unique, we shape our chaotic, yet 
diverse societies through conflicts and resolutions.
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Emma Meyler - Canada

Acrylic paint

“I Am A Tree”

I was inspired by nature in the creation of this piece. In the fall, I am amazed at the fact that one tree can 
produce such an array of vivid hues. I am the tree - a composite of numerous ethnic and cultural backgrounds 
represented by the branches, which are repeated, overlapped images of my hand. They are all similar in shape 
symbolizing that we are all human and the same but they are also unique in colour and texture showing 
diversity, which is what makes the tree beautiful. Each branch reaches out to the sky and is free to grow in 
whatever direction it chooses but it is still part of a whole and is grounded in the earth which is the source of all 
life. About the colours: the hands are painted in the various colours representing the races in my family; each 
hand has specks of other colours intermixed meaning that all of us are connected. I tried to show that the tree 
is full of the life. It is in the centre and it is full of energy and it is changing in front of our eyes. It is something to 
behold, respect and revere.
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STUDENT ART
33

John McCabe - United States

Concept art

“Being Unique?”

My inspiration comes from the bioethical issues of cloning and stem cell research. The five pieces of art are 
placed in petri dishes to symbolize the stem cell research that takes play within those dishes. I then drew a 
picture of five infants that look exactly alike and are crying. They are crying because they have the desire to be 
unique like every person in the world and yet they are not. I then put several pieces of articles from the 
newspaper behind them that are relative to cloning, stem cell research, and other big bioethical issues. These 
are two issues that I feel very strongly about.
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STUDENT ART
35

Theresa Reed - United States

Digital imaging

“Amissio Faciem (Loss of face)”

My piece is titled Amissio Faciem which is latin for Loss of Face. In my work a girl kneeling in a petri dish covers 
her face in despair due to her excessive cloning. She has become the science experiment and has had her 
human dignity and individuality extinguished. The cloning has gotten so out of hand that her identity has been 
carelessly piled around her in sterile and lifeless white. The color and life has been removed in order to create a 
perfect specimen. A world with cloning would not be able to coexist with religious beliefs, different cultures, and 
the ability to choose your individual path. For the sake of future generations, cloning of human beings should 
never happen.
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Denis Chang, Senior Counsel, Denis Chang’s Chambers, Hong Kong
Peter and Kathleen Adey
Garden of the Dragonfly Gallery
David and Yvonne Denbina
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SUPPORT OUR GROWTH
Bioethics Art is a community organization that reaches out to artists of all cultures and religions all around the globe. As a non-profit 
organization, Bioethics Art’s vitality and growth depends on the generosity of donations. We invite you to contribute to Bioethics Art’s 
mission to foster convergence of science and art, with respect and care for all human beings. Your contributions will allow us to add new 
art categories, increase scholarships and opportunities for artists, and to create new events and initiatives that will inspire dialogue of 
global bioethics. Please make checks payable to Bioethics Art and send to Bioethics Art 318 Main Spring, TX 77373 USA. We also accept 
online donations through our website,
Thank you. 

 www.bioethicsart.org
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Retired Military, Facilitator
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Educator, Consultant, Facilitator
 
KATE O’CONNOR
Educator
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Public Relations, Marketing
 
SUMMER SANFORD
Independent Business owner and Philanthropist
 
PROFESSOR GLENN M. SANFORD, PH.D.
Associate Professor of Philosophy, Sam Houston State University
Department of Psychology & Philosophy
 
J. MARIE VALDEZ
Director of Undergraduate Studies-Art; Assistant Professor of 
Art/Artist at Houston Baptist University / Artist
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U.S. Executive Director of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and 
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UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human Rights
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their time and talents towards the realization of this project in 
Hong Kong: Liz Briers, Garfield Chan, Esther Erlings, Becky Im, 
Oscar Ucheng Lam, Candice Lee, and Ada Mok
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CARLOS ARAUJO has a degree in Engineering. He is a self taught painter who strives to capture the human essence in his paintings in a 
gauzy abstraction. Araujo moves the viewer to a higher spiritual plane through his art. He has exhibited in South America, Panama, Rio 
de Janeiro, and Paris.
 
PROFESSOR DOMINIC MAN-KIT LAM is the Fung Hon Chu Endowed Chair and Humanities at Hong Kong Baptist University. He was 
formerly a professor at Harvard Medical School and Texas Medical Center, and also the founding Director of the Baylor Center for 
Biotechnology and the Hong Kong Institute and Biotechnology. As a scientist, Dr. Lam invented "Edible Vaccine". As an artist, he invented 
"Chromoskedasic Painting" and “Calligraphy of the Mind". As a philanthropist, Dr. Lam has helped to bring "Project Orbis" the international 
flying eye hospital to China since 1982, and established the World Eye Organisation (WEO) to prevent and treat the sight-impaired in 
1999. In 2013, Dr. Lam was selected as one of the 8 most representative artists in Hong Kong History.
 
DR. COLLEEN GALLAGHER, PhD, LSW, FACHE, Throughout her career Dr. Gallagher has worked as a social worker and program director for 
programs serving the mentally ill and their families, persons with HIV/AIDS, and the bereaved and other vulnerable populations. She has 
Doctoral degrees in Bioethics In Health Care Professions and Social Work from The Union Institute and University, Cincinnati, Ohio; Ethics 
Fellowship from Georgetown University, in Washington, DC. Dr. Gallagher is the Chief and Executive Director of the Section of Integrated 
Ethics in Cancer Care, and an Associate Professor, in the Department of Critical Care at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas.  
She is the International Ethics Expert for the UNESCO Chair in Science and Technology and the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human 
Rights; Co-Chair, Clinical Ethics Consultation Affairs Standing Committee, American Society of Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH).

DR. MARY-CLAIRE KING is a geneticist and professor at the University of Washington in Seattle, WA.  Dr. King’s major accomplishments 
include identifying breast cancer genes, demonstrating that humans and chimpanzees are 99% genetically identical, and applying 
genetic sequencing to identify victims of human rights abuses. She has worked with numerous human rights organizations, such as 
Physicians for Human rights and Amnesty International, to identify missing people in Latin American countries, Haiti, Rwanda, the 
Balkans, and the Philippines. King’s lab has also provided DNA identification for the U.S. Army, the United Nations, and the U.N.’s war 
crimes tribunals.

YECHIEL MICHAEL BARILAN is a practicing physician, specialist in internal medicine, and Associate Professor of Medical Education in the 
Sackler Faculty of Medicine at the Tel Aviv University.

Judges of the Bioethics Art Competition
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DR. JOSÉ COSME is Department Head of Universidad Católica of Valencia, and President of the Real y Pontificia Archicofradía of Christ our 
Savior in Valencia, Spain. He is also Chapter President of the Vatican Foundation Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice of Valencia.  Dr. Cosme 
is also General Director of Artfacts Group Technical Industries (China-Europe), Subsidiary of the Industrial ITO-SIN (Shanghai), Council 
Member ISEA – Institute Superior de Estudios Artísticos, Fine Arts Institute Member of Bellas Artes Academy of Valencia and Department 
Head at the Universidad Católica de Valencia with IVAM for the Lecture Series “Art and Technology – Latin American Art.”
 
DR. KAN TAI-KEUNG, is a world-renowned designer and artist. Born in 1942 in Pangyu, Guangzhou, Kan has resided in Hong Kong since 
1957 studying art and design since 1964. He started his design career in 1967 and has won more than 400 prestigious awards around the 
world. Taking an important role in the Hong Kong New Ink Movement since 1969, Kan has never stopped exploring art through the ink 
medium. Kan has devoted himself to art and design education since the 1970’s with many successful students to his credit. Kan was the 
Dean of Shantou University Cheung Kong Art and Design School (2003-2011). Currently he is a member of the Alliance Graphique 
Internationale, an advisor of the Leisure & Cultural Services Department, and the honorary advisor of Hong Kong Museum of Art. In 2005, 
Kan was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Design in the Hong Kong Polytechnic University.

CHRISTOPHER STEVENS is a Professor of Art at Lone Star College.  He has Bachelor’s Degrees in Studio Art, English and Classics, and a 
Master’s degree in painting and sculpture, and a  Graduate Certification in Secondary Education. He has museum, theater, education and 
art teaching experience. His background in art includes teaching drawing and painting, installation and display of exhibitions, 
architectural model building and stagecraft. Mr. Stevens has also taught English and writing at the college level and secondary education 
level, as well as a wide variety of subjects to students from the elementary level to adult education.
 
DR. VIVIAN TAAM WONG Is a Director of  Daydream Nation, a Fashion Arts House celebrated for its cross-disciplinary collaboration with 
other art forms including theatre, dance, music, film and visual arts.  Vivian is also Chairman of Friends of the Earth HK, which has a 
vision to become a leading environmental advocate for a sustainable future, offering ethical solutions to help create environmentally 
sustainable public policies, business practices and community lifestyles.  As a former Public Health Specialist in Population Health & 
Nutrition at The World Bank, she advocates social justice through daily practice from innovation to implementation.

ROBERTO BILOTTI RUGGI D’ARAGONA is a member of the Scientific Comittee of the Bilotti Museum of the Aranciera of Villa Borghese in 
Rome. He is the founder and director of the MAB of Cosenza.
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