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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

 
You are invited to become one of the experts participating in our 7th International workshop and 
conferences that will take place in Morocco in November 2019.  
 
In this three-day event, the UNESCO Chair workshop will analyse and discuss “Protecting the 
Future Generations and the Ethics of Human Reproduction” from an Interreligious and 
Multicultural Perspective. Religious experts from six religious traditions will discuss article 16 
of the UNESCO Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights: “The impact of life sciences of 
future generation, including on their genetic constitution should be give due regard.” Recent 
advances in reproductive technologies are having great impact on the creation of new families 
and affecting the roles of women.  
 
Previous workshops have successfully taken place in Jerusalem, Rome, Hong Kong, Mexico 
and Houston with the participation of more than 70 prestigious interdisciplinary scholars from 
around the world, including Houston.  
 
Ours is the world’s foremost multicultural and interreligious academic bioethics conference and 
provides important benefits for the experts and institutions in the field of bioethics.  It provides a 
media platform promoting recognition and visibility of the academic and scientific commitment in 
the field of life sciences and medicine. It highlights their capacity for dialogue and understanding 
in our challenging globalized and diverse world. Furthermore, the participants’ scholarly 
contributions are gathered and published as follows: Religious Perspectives on Human 
Vulnerability (Springer 2014), Religious Perspectives on Bioethics and Human Rights (Springer 
2017), Religious Perspectives on Social Responsibility in Health (forthcoming Springer 2019), 
and Interreligious Perspectives on Mind, Genes and the Self: Emerging technologies and 
human identity (forthcoming Routledge 2019). 
 
 
We have chosen Morocco for these conferences because its prestigious higher education 
academic multicultural and diverse population making this location attractive for experts in the 
field. The topics to be addressed will capture the attention and interest of health professionals, 
university scholars, the scientific community, researchers, media, politicians and the general 
public. 
 
Experts who are invited to participate receive no payment for their scientific contribution, 
however we do cover their travel expenses, lodging and meals. The participants will also be 
invited to enjoy a “Come to My Home” intercultural artistic event. 
 
We are confident that this next major UNESCO Chair endeavor gathering twenty-five experts in 
bioethics and other related disciplines from six major cultural and religious traditions will be an 
attractive undertaking for your prestigious institution. Through your contribution as sponsor you 
will help to foster conversation and understanding among peoples from our globalized and 
religiously diverse world so in need of peace.  
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Six international conferences and workshops on “Bioethics, Multiculturalism and Religion” have 
been held in Jerusalem (2009), Rome (2011), Hong Kong (2013), Mexico City (2014), Houston 
(2016) and Rome (2018). These academic conferences sought to foster the art of convergence 
and cooperation in global ethics among experts in bioethics coming from the world religions 
including Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism.  
 
Hosted by the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human Rights, established in two Roman 
universities, the Università Europea di Roma and Ateneo Pontificio Regina Apostolorum, the 
conferences are a first step in creating a permanent academic forum to promote dialogue and 
bioethical reflection in the light of human rights and duties addressed from different religious and 
cultural perspectives in the worlds actively-advancing medical, legal and technological 
environment.  
 
By gathering experts from these religions, a rare space for dialogue has been created where an 
atmosphere of friendship and respect reigns. Such dialogue and encounters allow us to see the 
other as our brothers and sisters in our common humanity. This is most urgent in our globalized 
reality and can eliminate suspicions that are sometimes causes of distrust and even violence. 
 
Our experiences enable us to share values and attitudes that facilitate dialogue and the 
accomplishment of UNESCO Chair goal of “Fostering the Art of Convergence and Cooperation 
in Global Ethics”. The Chair seeks to create a forum for diverse bioethics thought leaders. 
Collaborating in a spirit of respect and friendship we hope to deliver a common framework to 
guide the application of bioethical principles in the light of the UNESCO Declaration on Bioethics 
and Human Rights. In this manner we can inform and enlighten ethical, legal and public 
opinions, decisions, and actions relative to medicine, life sciences and human rights and 
responsibilities. 
 
WORKSHOP HISTORY 
 
At the 2011 Rome workshop, we dealt with the principle of the protection of vulnerable peoples 
in bioethics in the light of Art. 8 of the UNESCO Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights.  
 
It soon became clear that with so many different religious traditions, many conceptual problems 
were unresolved. The East-West contrast was particularly strong with regards to human rights.  
Many participants of the workshop find the human rights language too individualistic. Thus, the 
workshop in Hong Kong (2013) focused on the tension between human rights and cultural 
diversity, according to Art 12 of the Declaration.  
 
The 2014 Mexico workshop focused on the principle of social responsibility and health from a 
multireligious and multicultural perspective, focusing on Article 14 of the UNESCO Declaration 
on Bioethics and Human Rights, which states that “The promotion of health and social 
development for their people is a central purpose of governments that all sectors of society 
share.”   



 4 

 
In Houston (2016), we discussed the bioethical challenges of recent advances in genetics and 
neuroscience. The religious-cultural dimension of these discussions centered on how the 
relationship between DNA, the brain, mind, and the soul can have an impact on human nature, 
selfhood and identity. 
 
In Rome (2018) we gathered to debate about religious and cultural perspectives on the ethics of 
informed consent in clinical trials and biomedical research when subjects of experimentation are 
vulnerable populations. 
 
Our next meeting in Morocco 2019 will consist of a three-day workshop in which bioethics 
experts from Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism will gather to 
discuss on the challenges of protecting future generations according to Art. 16 of the UNESCO 
Declaration, especially due to the advances of human reproduction.  
 

Morocco 2019 Workshop: Significance & Innovation 
 
The rapid evolution of life sciences and related reproductive technologies of genetics triggers 
exponential rather than linear growth in bioethical challenges. Additionally, growing 
globalization-influenced pluralism among patients and medical professionals complicates 
bioethical responses able to be understood as normative within and across these different 
groups.  
 
The 2019 Morocco workshop and conference under the auspices of the UNESCO Chair in 
Bioethics and Human Rights serves as the world’s foremost multicultural and interreligious 
academic bioethics conference.  
 
PAPER GUIDELINES 
 
Recognized thought leaders from diverse religions and cultures will be invited to analyze, write a 
paper and discuss about these bioethical questions and their anthropological implications: 

1. using their religious and/or cultural authoritative texts and belief sources; 

2. organized around the workshop´s featured key questions  

3. within the global bioethics paradigm of human rights and duties, articulated by the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the UNESCO Declaration on Bioethics and Human 
Rights (2005). 

4. engaging questions concerning potential bridge concepts as well as 'problematic' 
dissimilarities with suggestions on how they might be managed to keep the conversation 
focused with the aim of fostering convergence and cooperation 

 
KEY QUESTIONS TO BE ADRESSED BY THE PAPERS 

 
The framework of the workshop is based on Article 16 of the UNESCO Declaration on Bioethics 
and Human Rights: “The impact of life sciences of future generation, including on their genetic 
constitution should be give due regard.” 
 
The ethics of artificial human reproduction (ART) is vast with many nuances and debates. While 
the papers could address areas in ART that are more particular to the religious tradition, we 
propose the papers to concentrate on the following guiding questions as they regard the more 
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controversial areas that can affect the future generations and the nature of marriage, family and 
relationship with children. 
 
On Pre-Natal Testing and Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis  

 
In the practice of IVF it is common for clinicians to perform prenatal testing (PNT) and 
preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) as a means of selecting the genetically “healthier” 
embryos for in-utero implantation 
 

a) Given the fact that neural tube disorders and genetic abnormalities can raise a host of 
spiritual and existential dilemmas, as well as explicitly ethical concerns, for the pregnant 
woman regarding her future child, to what extent should religious and spiritual and 
bioethical counseling be offered to women both during the process of obtaining consent 
for such testing, as well as during her deliberations regarding the results of such tests. 

b) Does PNT and PGD constitute a form of eugenics or is it an acceptable means of 
ensuring the health and flourishing of the future child/generation?  

c) Does PNT and PGD constitute of form of discrimination against future persons with 
genetic disabilities or lesser abilities because they are not enhanced? 

d) Does the act of genetically selecting embryos raise moral concerns regarding the 
relationship between generations? 

 
On Maternal Surrogacy 
 

a) Is maternal surrogacy inherently a form of commodification for both the child as well as 
the mother, or can it be considered a virtuous (compassionate or selfless) act? 

b) How does the practice of maternal surrogacy affect the nature of motherhood, 
fatherhood, womanhood, childbearing and family? 

c) How does the practice of maternal surrogacy affect the future generation? 
 

WORKSHOP METHODOLOGY 
 
The following papers will be commissioned: 
 
1. One expert from each of the seven religious groups will write and present a paper (approx. 
ten pages) that must be submitted three months before the workshop addressing some specific 
aspects of the topic that will be pointed out by our Scientific Committee. 
 
2. A second expert of the same tradition will be assigned to respond to the above paper 
(approx. 4-5 pages) and submit it before the workshop. 
 
3. A third expert from a different tradition will be assigned to respond to the above paper 
(approx. 4-5 pages) and submit it before the workshop. 
 
4. The language of the workshop is English.  Participants of the workshop include: 
 
a) Experts from the various religions who have written and submitted the papers. They are 
expected to have read the other papers before attending the workshop.  During each workshop 
session, they will give a 15-minutes summary of their papers followed by the two eight minutes 
critiques and an ample period of discussion, clarification, and questions from other authors. 
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b) Academics interested in the workshop may also participate in the sessions, after approval by 
the organizing committee (send requests to agarcia@unescobiochair.org). They can raise 
questions only after the group above has completed its discussions. 
  
5. Before submission for eventual publication, the participants may modify their papers in light of 
the dialogue of our three-day meeting. 
 
It is hoped that these discussions will provide a clear and thorough understanding of each 
religious tradition´s understanding of the bioethical topic we in the light of human rights.  
 

Optional - Open to the Public Symposium 
 
As means of dissemination, publicity and involvement of multiple and diverse scientific, medical 
and university communities and the public, we suggest to hodl in coordination with Fondation 
Cultures du Monde and the Association Fès Saiss an event open to the public on topics 
related to bioethics issues in the light of human rights in a multicultural and interreligious 
environment.  
 
In this event, experts in the workshop will provide academic lectures or presentations for 
educational purposes on bioethics and human rights.  We will encourage participation of the 
outside community including public authorities, doctors and other healthcare personnel, 
patients, teachers, university scholars and students, and anyone interested in these relevant 
topics. The workshop and conference are primarily academic and apolitical, even though we 
encourage participation of all. 
 
The language for this event can be decided locally by the hosting institutions, providing 
simultaneous translation into English (for foreigner participants) if needed.  
 
 

Artistic Event “Come To My Home”  
 
During the days of the workshop and conference events the Moroccan Fondation des Cultures 
du Monde will organize an open to the public multicultural and interreligious artistic event: 
www.cometomyhome.ma  
 
“Come To My Home” is a scientific, cultural and artistic endeavor, initiated by Mr. Driss Allaoui, 
former Secretary in Morocco and a prominent active figure in Moroccan society. Its mission is to 
mix and make interact art, cultures and different citizenships. It’s grounded on the principles of 
liberty, collaborative creativity, fusion and creative dialogue among cultures, fundamental values 
of the Fondation des Cultures du Monde, established in Morocco: www.fcmonde.com and Italy: 
www.culturedelmondo.org. 
 
 

Organizing committee 
 
Alberto Garcia, UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human Rights, Rome 
Joseph Tham, LC, UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human Rights, Rome 
John Lunstroth, University of Houston, TX 
Chris Durante, Manhattan College, NYC 
Driss Alaui, Fondation Cultures du Monde (to be appointed) 
Association Fès Saiss (to be appointed) 

http://www.cometomyhome.ma/
http://www.fcmonde.com/
http://www.culturedelmondo.org/
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